
Twenty-one years ago, in 1997, a group of dedicated volunteers formally registered the 
Tower Theatre Foundation with the state of Oregon. The TTF nonprofit was formed, acquired 
the historic venue from the City of Bend, and raised funds to transform the well-worn movie 
theater into a beautiful, art deco moderne performance center to present first-class shows 
from all over the world. Since 2011, the Foundation’s educational LessonPLAN (Performing 

Live Arts Now) programs have put performing arts in the eyes, ears, and hearts of more 
than 5,000 students each year through partnerships with all Central Oregon School 

Districts and Home School Associations. Long-time residents and community newcomers 
alike show their appreciation for the vital role the Tower plays in Central Oregon. With all the 
choices of deserving organizations, entertaining performances, and active things to do, we 

THANK YOU for choosing to support the Tower Theatre Foundation.

  2017-2018

 To be Central Oregon’s leading performing arts organization, providing cultural and educational programs 
that make essential contributions to the region’s lifestyle and strength of community

COMMUNITY SUPPORT  
FOR PRESERVING AND GROWING 

THE TOWER THEATRE FOUNDATION



Our Sponsors
Season and Performance Sponsors play a critical role in the Tower’s ability to present high-quality 
programs. Underwriting from business and individual sponsors is the reason our average ticket 
price was less than $50 for 84% of the seats sold last season.
 
Although many events sell out, every year the Foundation strives to present new and diverse 
programs that stretch traditional creative categories. Sponsorships provide the financial stability to 
offer specialty performances not popular enough to deliver a full house – yet.  
 
The Bend Surgery Center has been the Tower’s top 
sponsor since 2008. We agree with Neal Maerki, 
Administrator of Bend Surgery Center, when he says, “We 
support the community’s arts and cultural scene. Without 
the Tower Theatre many individuals would not have an 
opportunity to access such a diverse calendar of events. Our sponsorship is one way we give back 
to the community.”

Our Members
More than 1,000 Central Oregon households each donate between $85 to $5,000 to be Tower 
members. In 2017/18, over 40% (almost $175,000) of donations to the Tower came from this 
broad base of community support. Members all across Central Oregon reflect the enthusiasm for 
the many genres of performing artists at the Tower every year.  
 

“We moved to Bend six years ago and very soon found the Tower and all the great 
entertainment it provides. After watching the pre-show slide show featuring members at various 
levels, I bought Sherry a Searchlight membership in time for us to sit in the theatre just before 
Christmas and see our names up there! Nice Christmas gift, eh?  Since then, we have really 
taken advantage of advance member emails and early access to newly announced ticket sales. 
We have been invited to meet the Kingston Trio, magician Vitaly Beckman, and numerous 
others. It is a real treat to be Tower members.”  --The Spetz Family, members since 2012



A special Thank You to these community friends  
who have been Tower Members for the past 10 years:

Roger & Judith Aikin Dennis & Carolyn Olsen
Robert & Catherine Break Christel Panther

Bob & Dellie Brell Mike & Susie Penhollow
Knute & Patricia Buehler Gary & Terry Reynolds

John & Lorraine Caito Matthew Rocco
Ronald & Mary Carver Sally Russell

Karin Cavanaugh Bob & Janice Schock
James & Judith Crowell Barbara Scott

Charles Cushman Lanny & Cathy  Skovborg
Dick & Sarah Elmer Paul & Edith Sobel

Dennis Hanson John Speckmann
Mike & Sue Hollern Steve & Frances Stambaugh

Gareth & Carol Janney Nancy Stewart
Gary & Mary Lynn Jones Tom & Jan Tetzlaff

Julia Kennedy & Ronald Cochran Bob & Clella Thomas
Hilary T. Kenyon Jon Tompkins

Richard Lyons & Joan Meer Ralph & Marcia Uri
Susan Maasch & Vincent Sikorski David & Christine Vernier

Steve & Cynthia Magidson Meg Voedisch & Daniel Broadley
Charley and Lauri Miller Jody Ward
Craig & Marilyn Miller Elizabeth Warriner

Douglas & Virginia Nelson Larry Weinberg

 
Our Guests

Ticket buyers, like Prineville’s Jim Bates, trust the Tower to offer consistently high-quality 
performances. Over the past six years, Jim has attended 220 shows - more than any other Tower 
patron. When you go to dinner downtown before a sold-out Tower show, it is easy to see our 
audiences contributing to the energy and economic vitality of Bend. In 2017/18, 54,990 people 
attended an event at the Tower. The community used the venue 216 days of the year, putting the 
Tower in the top 20% of similar venues in the Northwest.



The Bottom Line
In 2017/18, revenue dipped slightly (-4%) to $1,625,029.    

Theatre operations (ticket sales, rentals, concessions) continue to generate approximately 75% 
of the organization’s revenue.   Contributed income (members, donors, sponsors, and grants) 
generously provide the rest of the funds required to maintain and operate the Tower Theatre 
Foundation.

The Foundation board and staff continue to ensure that monies are carefully balanced between 
expenses required to wisely manage, program and grow the organization, and costs required to 
raise support.

 

For a copy of audited financials for fiscal year 2017/18, please contact Ray Solley at  
ray@towertheatre.org or 541-323-9155.  

A focus of our board and staff in the 2018/19 fiscal year is to continue building relationships with  
sponsors, members, and patrons. By understanding more completely what each group values, the Tower 
will better realize our goal of enriching Central Oregon through live performances, cultivating customer 
loyalty, and enhancing the experience of everyone using the Tower. We want the theatre to be thought of  
as “Bend’s Living Room.” We would be extremely proud if you considered it your cultural home, as well. 
Thank you for your support.  

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Cost of Raising Support 11% 10% 8% 7% 8%

Management & General 8% 9% 10% 9% 10%

Total Expenses 19% 19% 18% 16% 18%

Contributed Income Dollars Raised & Percentage of Total Revenue
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

$383,000 $417,0000 $439,000 $417,000 $428,000

32% 30% 28% 25% 26%


